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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 1 , is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tso et al. 
(US 6,088,803) in view of Phan (US 5,937,150). 

Regarding claim 1, Tso discloses a network device configured with a virus 
scanner, the network device will intercept content send to a client device and scan the 
content for viral infection before the content reaches the client device on the network 
(col. 2, lines 37-61; col. 3, line1-38). Examiner notes that the prior art provides a more 
advantageous virus detection system than the claimed invention. The claimed invention 
as disclosed provides a system for viral detection within the network, wherein devices 
(i.e. MFP) within the network would receive viral infected content and distribute the viral 
infected content to other devices on the network without first examining the content for 
malware. 
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However Tso does not disclose a multi-function peripheral device comprising a 
network interface configured to allow the multi-function peripheral device to 
communicate with network device over a network area; a graphical user interface 
configured to allow for the exchange of information between the multi-function 
peripheral device and one or more processors; a memory; a scan process executing in 
the memory and being configured to cause a printed document to be scanned at the 
multi-function peripheral device and to generate scan data that includes a digital data 
representation of the electronic document; a print process executing in the memory and 
being configured to process print data cause a printed version of an electronic 
document reflected in the printed data to be generated by the multi-function peripheral 
device at the multi-function peripheral device. 

Phan discloses a multi-function peripheral device comprising a network interface 
(see abstract; Figure 2 item 215 and 220 of drawings; col. 3, line 6) configured to allow 
the multi-function peripheral devipe to communicate with network device over a network 
area (col. 1, lines 25-32; col. 2, lines 40-44); a graphical user interface configured to 
allow for the exchange of information between the multi-function peripheral device and a 
user (col. 5, lines 40-44; see fig. 4); one or more processors (col. 3, lines 10-12, lines 
20-25; see fig. 2 of the drawings); a memory (see fig. 2; col. 3, lines 10-11, 14-17); a 
scan process executing in the memory and being configured to cause a printed 
document to be scanned at the multi-function peripheral device and to generate scan 
data that includes a digital data representation of the electronic document. According to 
IEEE dictionary "a scanner is a graphic input device that automatically digitizes images 
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for input to a computer". (The function of a scanner is implicitly stated by the prior art. 
See abstract); A print process executing in the memory and being configured to process 
print data cause a printed version of an electronic document reflected in the printed data 
to be generated by the multi-function peripheral device at the multi-function peripheral 
device (col. 3, lines 3-10; col. 4, lines 16-20). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify Tso to include the use a network interface, a graphical user 
interface, processor, memory, and a scanner in order to provide a network device that is 
capable of providing various functionality within the network, such as printing, copying, 
scanning and faxing as well as providing a convenient means for users to interface with 
the device. 

3. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tso 
et al. (US 6,088,803) in view of Phan (US 5,937,150) further in view of Boldon et al. (US 
2003/0048468 A1). 

Regarding clainfis 2-3, Tso and Phan discloses all the limitations of claims 2-3, 
except for the multi-function device wherein providing data from the multi-function 
device to the network device over the network includes providing configuration data to 
the network device of the network. 

Boldon discloses wherein providing data from the multi-function peripheral device 
to the network device over the network includes providing one or more data files to the 
network device over the network (paragraph 0016, lines 5-8); configuring data to the 
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network device over the network (the prior art discloses information are sent to the 
device over a network that will change the functionality the way the device perform its 
job, although the prior art did not specifically uses the work "configuration", it is a fact 
that configuration is taking place base on instructions received (paragraph, 0016, lines 
8-14). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify Tso and Phan to include the use of configuring the network 
device in order for the network device to receive necessary updates that would help in 
protecting the network from previous and future malware. 

4. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tso 
et al. (US 6,088,803) in view of Phan (US 5,937,150) further in view of Kouznetsov (US 
2004/0025042 A1). 

Regarding claims 4-6 Tso and Phan discloses all the limitation of claims 4-6, 
except for replacing data replacement after deleting action had taken place, generating 
a report a component manager and send a conformation message out to the device 
(client). Kouznetsov discloses receiving replacement data for the multi-function 
peripheral (paragraph 0161, lines 1-2; paragraph 0169, lines 1-2); generate and send a 
conformation message to the network device (paragraph 0341, lines 5-7; lines 11-13); 
and generate a report and either print the report or fax the report (paragraph 0377, lines 
1-5; see table 68c; paragraph 0078, lines 6-7). Therefore it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Tso to include the 
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use of data replacement, report generation and conformation in order for the virus 
scanner to perform certain task such as generating a report to system administration or 
user confirming that the replacement data is free of infection base on define criteria set 
forth by the administrator at the time of configuration. 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tso et al. 
(US 6.088.803) in view of Phan (US 5.937.150) further in view of Boldon et al. (US 
2003/0048468 Al). 

Regarding claim 7, Tso and Phan disclose! all the limitations of claim 7, except 
for the multi-function device to delete or quarantine a portion of the data that it sent to 
the network device. 

Boldon discloses a multi-function device that is capable of quarantining or deleting data 
that is infected by viral infection (para. 0023, lines 1-5; para. 0006, lines 4-7; para, 0007, 
lines 4-7; para. 0016. lines 5-14). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Tso and Phan to include the 
use of deleting or quarantining a portion of data in order to remove possible malware 
from the data, such that the system may be protected from viral infection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Esteve Mede whose telephone number is 571-270- 
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1594. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30-5:00 PM, 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on 571-272-3865. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Infonnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http.7/pair-direct. uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Esteve Mede 
EM 

October 30, 2007 



